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Seal highlights 2016



Cornwall Seal Group Research Trust

Evidence based conservation charity (no.1162936)

• Passionately protecting Cornwall’s precious marine environment

• Identifying and monitoring local seals

• Researching; communicating; engaging and conserving

• Giving seals a voice in policy, planning and management

• The UK has 38-44% World’s population (on the basis of pup production) 

• Less grey seals in the UK than red squirrels

• Grey seals are  a UK special responsibility species (JNCC)



Volunteer driven

2016 alone
• 2867 seal records

• 190 volunteers including 
24 individual systematic surveyors

• 4 systematic team surveys

• 195 locations across Cornwall, Devon and 
the Isles of Scilly







Population appears stable 
despite healthy pup numbers

CSGRT Cornwall census

NE IOS special Area of Conservation condition Assessment Monitoring

CWT Marine Strandings Network data

(high mortality – bycatch, entanglement, strandings; entanglement, pollution 
and disturbance reducing survivorship; emigration from habitat loss, prey 

depletion or sub optimal conditions?????)

So seals need our help more than ever!



Natural England contracts
Isles of Scilly Special Area of Conservation

Condition Assessment Monitoring

Sea Cave Research Protect and Cornwall pup count



Isles of Scilly









Cornwall







Seal census
2016



N Cornwall Vic Hall



Roseland Kath Wherry



Start Point  Bob Earll



2007 to 2016
10 year mean

276 seals





Seal class of 2016



Vagrant seals
Common- 4 pups

Ringed





Muddy
Ringed seal

Barry Williams



Changing perceptions
- one seal at a time

From homogeneous species behaviour

to

Individual heterogeneous seal level

to 

Effective species level conservation



StABF68 Gamboling lamb 
ROF495 is DOR23 StABF68 Molar Gamboling lamb

07/11/14 St Austell Bay Rob Wells

07/10/16 Portland Bill Sarah Hodgson DWT

30/01/17 Roseland Rob Wells and Kath Wherry

First
Cornwall and Dorset
photo ID link





Designated habitat is 
dependant on multiple 

sites with no 
protection.

Sites with no 
protection are 

functionally linked to 
designated habitat.

Impacts at the 
unprotected sites can 
affect the  favourable 

condition status of the 
protected sites!



Interesting experiences
Learning about seal biology and ecology

Intelligence test – hauling out onto small boat repeatedly indicates 
learning process

Feeding strategy – zig zag herding sandeels up a narrow inlet to feed 



Key and pup
Daily record

A Cornwall first

Not reading textbook

Staying at her ‘home’ site to have her pup three years running!

2016

All photos by and huge thanks to Terry Thirlaway



Yogi
Injured 16/10/16

Wound development

PEG research – how marine mammal wounds heal!

Photos by Alec and Enid Farr and Terry Thirlaway



Interesting behaviour



Woody
LIZ879

07/07/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
18/08/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
23/08/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
25/08/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
04/09/16 Lowland Point Cat Lee
07/09/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
17/09/16 Lowland Point Cat Lee
06/10/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
01/11/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
02/11/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
06/11/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
08/11/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
12/11/16 Lowland Point Cat Lee
30/11/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
01/12/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
02/12/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
04/12/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
11/12/16 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
14/01/17 Lizard South Alec Enid Terry
30/03/17 West Cornwall Sue Sayer

Alec and Enid Farr



Isles of
Scilly

• Aug 2016

Halke family



Ghost gear
Lucky Bunting

Rescued 12/07/16





LP316 
Lucky Bunting

55 days (<2 months)
later on the same beach



2016 12 14 Falmouth Tamara Cooper

PME revealed Apple Tree to be a ground 
breaking grey seal and possibly a world first!

CSS, BDMLR and University of Exeter

In her stomach she had:

• a golf ball sized piece of monofilament net

• pebbles and 

• 2 bits of sweetcorn!
James Barnett



Population appears stable 
despite healthy pup numbers

CSGRT Cornwall census

NE IOS special Area of Conservation condition Assessment Monitoring

CWT Marine Strandings Network data

(high mortality – bycatch, entanglement, strandings; entanglement, pollution 
and disturbance reducing survivorship; emigration from habitat loss, prey 

depletion or sub optimal conditions?????)

So seals need our help more than ever!



Thank you for your records
and listening!

sue@cornwallsealgroup.co.uk


