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• VALMER was an 11 partner 
€4.7m project co-funded by the 
INTERREG IV A Channel 
Programme

• It aimed to examine how 
marine ecosystem services 
assessment could support 
improved planning and 
management

• The project ran from 1st

September 2012 until 31st

March 2015

• More information can be found 
at www.valmer.eu
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North Devon Case study
• North Devon UNESCO Biosphere Reserve

• Subtidal sedimentary habitats

• 3 key ecosystem services:
– Fish nursery habitat;

– Carbon burial;

– Waste processing.
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Potential nursery importance - Cod
Approach
• Nursery habitat - juvenile fish 

habitat preferences
• Waste processing - bioturbation
• Carbon burial – sediment mud 

content
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3 scenarios emerged:
• rMCZ designation
• Aggregate dredging
• Aquaculture development (offshore mussel farm)
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• Identification of areas of 
high service provision.

• Visualisation of the cost and 
benefits (+/- ES provision) 
with different management 
options.

• Relevance for management 
of MPAs, fisheries, marine 
planning.
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The VALMER and PANACHE projects were selected under the European cross-border cooperation 
programme INTERREG IV A France (Channel) - England, co-funded by the ERDF.


