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BACKGROUND

• In 2014 measures introduced to 
prohibit bottom-towed trawling

• Protection to reef physical structure, 
habitats and ecosystems

• Newly established measures should be 
monitored to assess their efficacy

• Opportunity to share with stakeholders 
the improvements in habitats that may 
come from relief of fishing pressure



HABITATS & SPECIES



THE PROJECT

• Assessing change in habitats is technically, 
financial and scientifically challenging

• Best likely scenario to achieve this is to 
incorporate expertise in a collaborative 
working environment

• CIFCA, MCS and UoE joined forces to 
deliver science that describes site change 
through time

• Funded by the Pig Shed Trust and Princess 
Yachts (2014 to 2020)



THE METHOD

• Annual line-transect drop-
down camera surveys each 
year

• Structured survey boxes: 
(Box1) treatment
(Box2) no treatment 
(Box3) distant reference

• Simple biodiversity indices, 
abundance by group, by 
indicator species and as data 
builds multivariate analysis 
for communities



RESULTS TO DATE

• Site characterisation in 2014

• Annual time series gathered in 
2015 and 2016 (then 2017-2019)

• More than 1000 images gathered 
from across 3 boxes

• Each image quantified. Selected 
independent validation of species 
assignment

• Length of project represents 
probable times scale over which 
we might anticipate change (+/-
across a range of species groups)



THE FUTURE (to 2020)


