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Somerset’s Brilliant Coast

Blue Anchor Bay
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Blus Ancher sits at a landscape junction. To the east
of the seafront are dramatic diffs stretching back to
Watchet and to the wast is the low zand and shingle
bank that runs dl the way alcng to Dunster Baach
and then on to Minahead

The cliffs are formed from grey Jurassic rock dating
from betwsen 144 and 208 milicnyears sgoand red
Triassic rocks which came into being between 208
and 245 million years ag0. The Triassic rocks, baing
the aldar of tha two, should be lying below the
Jurassic rocks but folding and shifting of the Earth's
crust have dlowed tham to sit side by side at this
particularspot.

The rad Trassic cliffs do not contain fossis but the
Jurassic ones do. Ammonites are a fature of the
Jurmszic rocks but at Blue Anchor the remwins of
fosslised fish, their teath, small bore fragments and
vartabras are particuary sbundant.
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. The England Coast Path Is a new National Trall opening In sections

+ length. But evenso ftis much more than Just a path. it gives accass
to beaches, dirf-tops, and amazing habitats around our coast.

This beach is something of a sosweed hotspot with
a good numiber of the 120 or 20 spedes recordad in
Somersat found here induding tha brown seaweads
Ohanncllod Wrack, Bladder Wrack, Toothed Wrack
and Ega Wrack, the red seawoeads Common Coral
Wsed and Fink Paint Weed and the gresn seaweads
Saa Lottucs and Gut Weed.
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Sexwoods are not plants thay are Macro Algaa
Unliks plants scaweads hawve no roots, they dohavea
heldfast which Etorally docs what the word suggests
itjust holds tha seaweed fast onto the rock
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fyou spand alitthe time searchingundsr saxweeds as

thetide drops you will ind Commen Shore Crabsand
ako young Edible Crabs. Also amongst the saawead
are Commen Periwinkles, Alat Periwinklas, which are
often crangs, and Common and Aat Topshelis. In
rockpools you will find small fish called Sand Gobies,
Common Prawrs and Hermit Crabs,

Atlow tida it is possiblo to 569 tha strucbures built by
the Resf Buiding Worm Sebellena aiveolata. These
wormns build a henaycomb liks structure from grains
of sand. These roafs may cover saveral square moters
and provide hiding places for very young fish ard
crabs and many other smal marine creaturas.
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All of these species can be found on |
Somerset's Brilliant Coast... 5 oy
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SEVERN
V'SION = OUR VISION...

* is restored as a healthy
functioning ecosystem, valued
for its internationally important
wildlife, habitats and landscapes;

» provides more benefits for
people, local communities,
places, and economies,
including greater resilience
to climate change; and

« becomes a natural powerhouse,
where development is planned

WWW.SEVERNVISION ORG “VISION | and managed in a way that
sustains and enhances the T
) estuary’s resources. w
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AVOID FURTHER LOSS RESTORE NATURE

i
OF NATURE The restoration of the estuary is fundomental fo ensuring
that it can act as a healthy, fully functioning natural
system that both supports nature and confinues 1o
provide a wide range of benefits to people. We need o
bold new approoach fo rastoration at this scale, ond our
ambition is 1o see 6,000 ha' of intertidal and associoted
habitat created by 2040, with half of this by 2025,

The most practical and (cost) effective way of sustaining
exisfing noture and landscapes is to prevent habita!l
destruction and degradation. Beyond this where damoge
is genuinely unavoidable, no net loss should ocour within
the estuary’s bounde of its wildiife, habitats, significant
landscapes or the benefits they deliver,
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CROW KNOWLEDGE TO ENABLE DEVELOP - IN HARMONY
BETTER DECISICN MAKING WITH NATURE - TIDAL

There remairi many gaps in our understanding of the RENEWAEBLE ENERCGY
z;ugzvax m:?: mwg m&s‘t‘m of A rerewable energy revmmon‘is 01 he heart of fighting
the eetuary. Our Map Journal { fsion.org) focuses oh dongerous climate change which is itself arguably the
the estuary's biodiversity, natural assets and scos but bigges! thraat o rv.ﬂur?. Tidal energy from the Severn has
there are knowledge gaps waiting to be filed in thess and a swucfwg ploce t.n this, b.ut It should m_'\f itself becorr'e
other araa ond are key fo better jon rmaking another driver of biodivarsity loss and wider environmental
domage. Tidal energy should be developed in harmaony

with nature and not reduce the stock of ‘natural capital’.

USE THE ESTUARY TO HELP
REDUCE CARBON EMISSIONS

Intertidal and associated habitats are large reservoirs of
so-calied ‘blue carbon™ Conserving them will refain this
and, in the long-term, new hablfat creation can lock up
oddifional carbon. New inifiafives are needed that blend
consarving and restoring hobitats as complementary.
and addifive strategies for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, with appropriote financing.

http://severnvision.org/
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USE COASTAL HABITATS
TO REDUCE CLIMATE
CHANGE IMPACTS

Iinfertidal habitats can provide efficient and cost effective
solutions to help protect people and property from coastal
erosion, sforms and flooding. The estuary's role In building
more resilience fo climate change should be championed as
agood nvestment for a safer and more productive fulurs.

@

ESTABLISH STRONGER h
GOVERNANCE FOR A .
SUSTAINABLE SEVERN

8
The estuary system is a graat source of natural, economic

and cultural weaith for the west of Britain and an integrated
management approach that includes all interests is

needad. Existing approachas need fo be urgently examined
and adapted fo ensure stronger, inclusive ‘whole estuary’ =

governance that s fit for delivering o restored and
susfainable estuary.
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Would you like to get involved?

rebecca.macdonald@somersetwildlife.org
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