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Palinurus elephas 

Crawfish 



• Size at maturity 84- 92mm carapace length (Goni

and Latrouite 2005)

• When the female is ready to mate, she emits a 

specific noise (stridulation) which attracts a mate 

(Mercer, 1973)

• Females move to deeper waters during egg 

development and return inshore prior to egg 

hatching (Jackson et al, 2009).

• Female crawfish can carry  23,000-202,000 eggs 

depending on size. (3-5 times less than other 

Palinurus species) (Hunter)

• Incubation is 9 months off SW England.

• Planktonic Larval Duration can vary between 5 

and 12 months , with 13 moults. (Groenveled et 

all 2013) 

• From larval distribution modelling we know that 

larvae can travel long distances during this time 

in a Northerly direction (Whomersley et al 2018)

Biology



Geographical Range

Source Groeneveld et al. 2006



Conservation Status 

• Classed as Vulnerable by IUCN

• Catch rates from the Welsh fishery showed a decline of 

92% between 1980 and 1997 (Hunter 1999)

• A sevenfold decline in CPUE was registered in the SW 

Irish fishery between 1972 and 1999 (Tully 2011).

• Overall across its whole range Palinurus elephas is 

estimated to have undergone a decline of between 30-

50% over the last 27 years (IUCN)



Significant drop in 

landings between 1988 

and 1993

A time when many 

potters and longliners 

were switching to 

tangle nets

Bell, E (2013) Advice to 

Seafish on input to ecological 

risk assessment of the effects 

of fishing in the southwest 

marine ecosystem

Component 1: Commercial 

Crustacea; crabs, lobsters, 

crawfish and spider crabs





Poltexas Reef Newquay - 13th May 2017 

Sponsored byTotal 10



SS Volnay Wreck – Fal and Helford SAC

March 29th 2018 

Total 18

Photos by John Yarrow





Landings per unit effort Gill net fishing CIFCA data 

2016

Naylor, H., Street, K., Jenkin, A. and Trundle, C. 2017. Cornwall IFCA Analysis of 2016 Fishing Activity Returns. Cornwall Inshore 

Fisheries and Conservation Authority (Cornwall IFCA), Hayle. 



Management

• Minimum landing size 110m carapace length (Cornwall 

and Devon) (95mm in rest of EU)

• National ban on landing berried females

• Recreational fishermen (including divers) bag limit 2 per 

day in CIFCA district (cannot be sold).

• Listed feature of some MCZs  (Manacles, Padstow Bay 

and Surrounds)

• CIFCA Lobster, Crawfish and Crab fishing bylaw 2014 

requires all shellfishermen to have a permit if landing 

crustaceans caught within CIFCA district. It also ensures 

that all fishermen submit monthly returns details on catch 

and fishing effort / gear used.



Seasearch Palinurus elephas data
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www.seasearch.org.uk/

downloads/crawfish-recording-form.html



Year No. of records

2004 4

2005 3

2006 3

2007 4

2008 3

2009 12

2010 13

2011 2

2012 6

2013 6

2014 12

2015 35

2016 71

2017 130
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N.B. Uncorrected for survey effort



The Manacles MCZ



[Middle slides] – put whatever you 

want on these

If you want a a slide to just be a whole photo 

without the footer, then:



https://vimeo.com/234074069
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