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Special Protection Areas

The “most suitable territories” for birds on land and at sea 



Isles of Scilly SPA



Evidence requirements

Abundance Distribution



Focal species



Data available – tracking and rafting studies



Collecting digital aerial survey data



Collecting digital aerial 

survey data



Collecting digital aerial survey data



Survey design



2015 results – all birds



2015 results – shags



Digital aerial, tracking and rafting



Density Surface Modelling



Models for Isles of Scilly – aerial



Models for Isles of Scilly – tracking



Defining a boundary – Maximum Curvature



Applying Maximum Curvature to IoS



Applying Maximum Curvature – aerial



Applying Maximum Curvature – tracking



Boundary setting



Boundary options compared



Proposed boundary

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/natural-england-marine/isles-of-scilly-
potential-special-protection-area 
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