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Atlantic bluefin tuna  
(Thunnus Thynnus) 

• Important apex predators 

• Endothermic = broad 
environmental niche 

• Complex spatial dynamics 

• Effective conservation = 
stock assessment & TACs 

• Extensive knowledge of 
spatial ecology throughout 
range and life-cycle 
required 

• NE Atl: recent changes…  Figure 1. Spatial characteristics of Atlantic 
bluefin tuna ecology (Fromentin et al. 2005) 
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Sightings 

NE Atl: Recent 
changes... 

Figure 2. Bluefin tuna sightings during annual 
CEFAS PELTIC surveys (2 weeks annually) 

Figure 3. Standardized bluefin tuna CPUE for the 
Japanese longline fishery (Kimoto et al. 2017) 

In recent years bluefin 
tuna have returned to 
coastal waters of the 
NE Atlantic 

Characteristic feeding behaviour of bluefin tuna  





Project Aims 

1. Sightings: To collate information on the presence 

and abundance of bluefin tuna in UK waters using 

scientific and citizen science methods 

2. Tagging: To undertake an electronic tagging 

programme to collect evidence on the seasonal 

migrations and behaviour of bluefin tuna caught in 

UK waters 

3. Advice: To provide information and advice to 

stakeholders 



Sightings 
1. Sightings 
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Sightings 

1. Sightings 

• 51 sightings from 25 
recorders in 2018 

• 6th May 2018 -  27th of 
Feb 2019 

• Devon and Cornwall  

• One from Oban, 
Scotland and one from 
Brittany, France  

• During scientific 
tagging operations, 
staff recorded >400 
sightings  



Sightings 

 

• PELTIC: 2014 onwards - 
6th October – 9th 
November 

•  68 sightings in 2018  

 

• Marine Discovery: 200 
trips annually April – 
November 

• 67 sightings in 2018 

1. Sightings 



Sightings 

2. Tagging 

• Fishing conducted with 
contracted fishers 

• MMO dispensation for 
fishing operations  

• 25 days at sea: Sept 24th – 
Dec 12th 

• Fishing = trolling:  

1. minimise capture times 

2. ensure high welfare 
standards 

• Electronic tags = PSATs 

• No news until the end of a 
deployment. 



2. Tagging 
• Ten bluefin tuna were electronically tagged 

• Gills were irrigated & eyes were covered 

• Capture time: 23:00 ± 12:47 min  

• Handling time: 3:35 ± 0:44 min 

• Size: 158-206 cm Curved Fork Length (5-8 yo) 



Sightings 

Sightings 
(how to 
report). 

2. Tagging Three PSATs have popped-up after 
106, 131 and 182 days at large  



Sightings 

3. Advice 

• Guidelines for the safe 
release of incidentally 
caught bluefin tuna 

• Developed initial 
guidelines with Adrian 
Molloy 

• Update in 2019  

• Inclusion of information 
from tagged bluefin   



Sightings 

Summary 

 Bluefin tuna were, once again, present in waters off the 
British Isles in 2018 

 500+ sightings collected in 2018 

 Mainly off southwest England (also France, Scotland, Wales 
and the Channel Islands) 

 10 electronic tags deployed (7 currently at large) 

      2019 

 The sighting scheme will run again in 2019 

 Tagging will take place again in 2019 

 Updated advice will be provided at the end of the project 
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Thank you for listening! 

Thanks 


