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About Seasearch

2016 Species Highlights in the South West

Collaborative working in South West MPAs



• Seasearch developed from collaboration between the Marine Conservation Society 

(MCS) and Nature Conservancy Council (NCC) in 1980s

• Re-launched in 2003 as a partnership between MCS, County Wildlife Trusts, SNCBs, 

diving organisations and others

• The Seasearch dataset comprises 

• Data from 18,000 dives

• 550,000 Species records

• 62,000 Biotope/Habitat records

• Additional Species Datasets (Pink sea fans, Crawfish)

• Data goes to 

• Statutory Nature Conservation Bodies (JNCC, NE, 

SNH, NRW, DOENI, IOM) 

• National and local biodiversity records centres

• Species data is freely available through the National 

Biodiversity Network (NBN)

About Seasearch



Seasearch data is collected by volunteers

About Seasearch
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About Seasearch

Seasearch data from

South-West England

2016 –

57% of England data

32% of all data 



Seasearch and MPAs

Seasearch Data has helped in the designation of MPAs

• 2009 SAC Reef designations in 

the South-West drew on 

Seasearch data

• Finding Sanctuary work drew 

on Seasearch data for inshore 

sites

• Seasearch Reports prior to first tranche MCZ 

designations 2013

• Seasearch data, photos and reports prior to 

second tranche MCZ designations 2016



Seasearch and MPAs

Seasearch Data has helped in the designation of MPAs

• Future designations 2019?

• Tranche 3 ‘gap-filling’

• Additional features for 

existing (T1, T2) MCZs

• New (third-party) proposals

Focused survey effort in 2017



Seasearch and MPAs

Surveillance of existing MPAs

• Poole Rocks MCZ

• Chesil Beach & Stennis Ledges MCZ

• Lyme Bay closed area/SAC

• Start Point to Plymouth Sound and 

Eddystone SAC



Collaborative working in the SW

Poole Harbour  SSSI

Sabella pavonina

& Suberites massa

Lyme Bay video

ground-truthing

Eddystone

Management 

Falmouth maerl and

The Manacles



Poole Harbour SSSI 



Falmouth Bay maerl

#savefalbay

Lin Baldock



Falmouth Bay maerl

#savefalbay
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Lyme Bay video survey ground-truthing



SAC management measures 

www.mcsuk.org/downloads/wildlife/MPAs%20and%20marine%20reserves/Eddystone_Reef_analysis_2014-2015.pdf



Species records for 2016

Rare Species

• Amphianthus dohrnii – Sea fan anemone

• Desmacidon fruticosum – sponge

• Hoplangia durotrix – Weymouth carpet coral

• Scolanthus callimorphus – worm anemone



Species records for 2016

Scarce Species

• Adreus fascicularis - sponge

• Axinella damicornis – crumpled duster 

sponge

• Aiptasia mutabllis – trumpet anemone

• Tethyspira spinosa – sponge



Species records for 2016

Acantholabrus palloni

(scale-rayed wrasse)

Hand Deeps, Oct. 2016

First Seasearch record

on NBN



Species records for 2016

A bumper year for octopus! 

Sightings from Poole Bay in the east through Dorset (Chesil Cove) 

to Devon.

Generally not identified to species but probably Eledone cirrhosa



Species records for 2016

Diaphorodoris luteocincta var .alba 

now Diaphorodoris alba

Nationally rare – Okenia elegans

Nationally scarce –Trapania pallida

– Tritonia nilsodhneri

NUDIBRANCHS



Species records for 2016

• Over 70 South-West records in 2016!

• Records from Dorset (east of Portland)

• Continuing recovery? Or increased survey effort?
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Thanks to all the SW Seasearch recorders in 2016!

Photos by: Chris Wood, Charlotte Bolton, Chris Webb, Lin 

Baldock, Rik Girdler, Dawn Watson, Sally Sharrock, Richard 

Yorke, Mike Markey, Colin Garrett



Seasearch is a partnership between 

the Marine Conservation Society 

(MCS), The Wildlife Trusts, statutory 

nature conservation bodies and 

others, co-ordinated nationally by 

MCS and co-ordinated and delivered 

locally in England by Wildlife Trust 

and MCS local co-ordinators. 

ANY DIVE CAN BE 

A SEASEARCH DIVE!

www.seasearch.org.uk
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