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When is a shark a ray?

« When is a ray a skate?

* QOviparous

» Demersal predators — ecosystem balance

* Prey on crustaceans, invertebrates, small bony
fish

« Habitat preference — generally soft substrates

© Laurenssmig

- (sand/mud) but some prefer rocky substrate

Juvenile skate & catshar
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Additional sp. rarely encountered
High diversity in SW ~11 species
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An Identification guide to the Sharks, Skates, Rays & Chimaeras of the British Isles © The Shark Trust. lllustrations © Marc Dando.
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%! Raja brachyura, Blonde Ray, illustrated

' Ambiyraja radiata, Starry Skate, illustrated
' Raja asterias, Starry Ray

S Leucoraja fullonica, Shagreen Ray

Colouration similar
to Blonde Ray

Blonde Ray
Raja brachyura

Dorsal view

e
Dorsal view 2 Dorsal view

Raja montagui (Fowler, 1910). Raja unduiata (Lacepede, 1802). Raja microoceliata (Montagu, 181 Rajacl
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Northeast Atlantic from Norway to Northeast Atlantic from the Shetl Senegal to the southern and westen Northeast Atlantic from the Britisk
western Mediterranean Sea™. including the Mediterranean and Isles including the western Meditem Absent from North Sea and Meditt Black S
Canary Isles®. around the UK in the Bristol and E ]

Colouration similar
to Starry Skate

M3p bass confatms with IS5 g square] s & E “ Mip bass cordorms wih 1025 gad squaR
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% Commo ' Dipturus batis
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Dorsal view ©

Dorsal view Q L
Dorsal view ©
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7 SCIENTIFIC NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME 5 . ' 5 R : : ) =
Leucoraja naevus (Miller and Her ) ) eI Rostrorajz alba (Lacepade, 1803, Dipturus batis (Linnaeus, 1758) -
Leucoraja fullonica (Linnaeus, 1758 Leucoraja circularis (Couch, 1838 .

) DISTRIBUTION Formerty widespread in EURSS

Northeast Atlantic from Norway to : - : British Isles to South Africa and it o
Mediterranean asfar as Tunisiaar  Northeast Alantic from Russiaand | Northeast Alanti from Morocco 1 gocap incluging the westem M ortwest Scotland, Celtic Se3

and Madeira, including the Mediterr: Also found in the western Meditery| rarely the western Mediterranean s

| Feed on a variety 0 aceans, teleosts and
other skates*. /

' Longevity of 20-100 y8

www.sharktrust.org/id;
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JUCN Red List status-

Vulnerable

Near Threatened




K-selected
Site fidelity
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Static life-history phase

= Great Eggcase Hunt
= Broad distribution
= Relative abundance
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Ife history: vulnerablity to overfishing

Morphology: vulnerability to fishing gear
= Populations take longer to recover

= Non-existent PR

B4

= Conservation status — I[UCN report (Dulvy et al.
2014%)

= Skates, rays and shark-like rays experienced greates
declines and are most at threat
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Current situation

Change in catch composition

Previously went unnoticed as historically not
landed by species but by ‘skate and ray’

Populations of large-bodied species depleted
Smaller, more fecund species more abundant
2006 — Seafish Skate & Ray Group convened
Species specific landings
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Thornback gay © PaulNaylor:
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Sutton Harbour, Plymouth © John Richardson-



commercial landings: 2012

Western English Channel. |- Division-Vlle

- | small-eyed Ray 29.9t

- Spotted Ray 44.5t

- Cuckoo Ray 79.6t

Thornback Ray
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commercial landings: 2012

Bristol Channel | Division-\VHf
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commercial landings: 2012

Celtic Sea North | Division-Vllg

| ]| Spotted Ray 6.6t

- Shagreen Ray 10.3t

- Blonde Ray 18.2t

- Cuckoo Ray 18.5t

Small-eyed Ray 298

tonnes live-weight

"\ Source: STECF | t

ap base confarms with ICES grid squares.



commercial landings: 2012

Celtic Sea South | Division-Vlih

. Shagreen Ray 19.0t

Cuckoo Ray 63Hi
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hagem ent

MM’{), o T

QU Ot%S 5’ ’.‘V;lhite Skate

Rostroraja alba

t 0 C A Designated a PROHIBITED SPECIES for

all EU and third country vessels in EU

FISHERIES
o~ v ADVISORY

| Limit ed’ S

e 5 ' ».' AR ey Sl SR \ters of ICES areas VI, VII, VI, IX
Danortiry w0 O : d X,

O | Q ) .‘ . ( . ._. o2 ._ V :.: .‘ A an

' ' - R N § Also PROHIBITED for GFCM?
‘ i e o b S Member and Cooperating

D‘rg h raiel C~I‘ SEE | non-Member vessels in
Oﬁ | \J | » M NI 1\ . : il GFCM (Mediterranean)

waters®.

e o e 7 4 i It is PROHIBITED to:
_ STt g Lo 3 F v P Target
P Retain
P Tranship

» Land 3
max length: 200cm

Blillustration © Marc Dando)

. . . ¥ Council Regulation (EU) No. 2015/104.
If accidentially caught, this species * General Fisheries Commission for the

shall not be harmed. Specimens shall | ! Mediterranean (GFCM).
be promptly released, with details * GFCM/36/2012/3.
recorded in vessel logbook®. ! * All discards >50kg must be logged.

february 2015

supported by:

www.sharktrust.org/advisories @
B4 enquiries@sharktrust.org
& 01752 672020

Cuckoo Rays on fish-market © Shark Trust
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Stornoway © Andrew Bennett
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