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Plymouth Sound & Estuaries 
European Marine Site (EMS)

 SAC & SPA

 Many opportunities for recreation

 Big gaps in knowledge

 What activities are being carried out?

 Where in the site are they focussed?

 Seasonal trends in use?

 Pressures on conservation features 
resulting from recreational activities? 
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On-site visitors surveys
 Trained volunteer surveyors

 19 locations

 Included known key areas for 
specific activities

 Seasonal –sites survey at least 
once in each season (2016)

 2-hour surveys, min 4 hours onsite

 Site use observations (visitor 
counts)

 Structured questionnaires 
(activities undertaken, routes 
taken on site, visitor origin (ZoI), 
and motivations for visits)
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Results
Coverage

• Total of 314 volunteer hours 

• 644 visitor group interviews

• 12,236 individual responses
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Using volunteers to support this work

Challenges:

• Coordinating volunteers 

• Gaps in coverage 

• Maintaining engagement

Volunteer networks create huge opportunities for 
greater coverage and gathering large amounts of data 

BUT - We could not have 
done this work without 
the volunteers!


