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CoCoast Aims

• Scientists and members of the public work together 

to collect data

• Understand, in more detail, the variety of species 

that we have on our coasts

• Collect robust & relevant data

• Provide a baseline from which to pinpoint any 

environmental changes



Who’s Involved?



Building On Success

Big Sea Survey MarClim Capturing Our Coast

 Northeast England  UK wide  UK wide

 357 trained 
volunteers

 Research project  3500+ volunteers

 Data contributed to 
evidence base for 
conservation zone 
designation process

 Range shifts of 
intertidal species

• Track invasions of 
non-native species

• Inform UK policy

 Coastal surveying and 
internet-based 
participation

 Potential to inform policy



Marine Biodiversity & Climate Change: MarClim
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• Most spatio-temporally extensive intertidal time-series in the world

• Detecting some of  fastest biogeographic shifts in response to climate change



Ways To Participate

1. Species Package Surveys

2. Experiments and Targeted Observations

3. Additional Engagement (Zooniverse, Bioblitz)



Support

Newsletter

Talks

Survey Days

Expert Training

Social Evenings

BioBlitz Events



Why Survey?



Baseline data
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Anthropogenic Drivers

Coastal squeeze
Climate change
Extreme weather
Ocean acidification



Surveys & Experiments



What are we surveying and Why?



Experiments

Carried out by all 7 hubs 
around the UK

Field experiments
Lab sample analyses



Southwest Citizen Scientists

• 757 volunteers registered with CoCoast Southwest.

• 388 volunteers trained.

• 82 volunteers have uploaded quadrat data.

• 179 unique surveys uploaded in the southwest.

• 61 sites surveyed in Devon, Cornwall, the Bristol

Channel and Channel Islands.*

* Data correct as of 16/03/2018.



Southwest data





www.mba.ac.uk/marineinvaders



Marine Invaders

Species Confirmed Probable Total

Asparagopsis armata 4 4

Corella eumyota 5 5

Crassostrea angulata/Magallana gigas 19 19

Crepidula fornicata 4 2 6

Grateloupia turuturu 4 34

Sargassum muticum 21 7 28

Styela clava 1 1

Undaria pinnatifida 6 6

83 people uploading Marine Invaders data nationally.

447 timed searches to date.

64 confirmed sightings to date with images verified.

9 probably sightings to date - no images provided,

but species known to exist locally.

Total number of unlikely sightings: 1

Total number of incorrect sightings: 2



Get involved!



Upcoming Events

Beach Clean

Jennycliff Beach

Pub Quiz

Marine Biological Association

Saturday 21st April

Capturing Our Coast

Click on Eventbrite link to register



Email: CoCoast@mba.ac.uk

Website: www.capturingourcoast.co.uk

Facebook: CoCoastSouthWest

Twitter: @CapturingRCoast

Contact details

http://www.capturingourcoast.co.uk/

