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Logbook challenges:

Who?

How to contact?

_.Can | read their wrltmg?

Can | recognize thelr wrltlng?
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Harvest significant records

from other publications.

(Here, the LFS Annual Report which
includes records from MARINElife
observations.)

SEALS

Compiled by Keith Hiscock

Grey Seal Haliochoerus grypus
The following records are from the logbook. A separate paper by Dean Jones describing the
results of systematic surveys undertaken in 2017 appears on page 131. Grey seals are observed

frequently and are considered always present. Those records which include counts or are of
behavioural or injury observations or of pups are included here.

28 Jan — one in Jenny’'s Cove with severe neck injury caused by monofilament net (Martin
Thorne).
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Turtle caught
in fishing gear
crosses Atlantic

A turtle trapped in *ghost’
fishing gear has washed up on
a Cornish beach after a 4,750-
mile trip from Texas

Photographer and marine
conservation student Dave
Hudson found the rare Kemps
Ridley Turtle while ont walk
ing his dog on Holywell Bay
Beach.

The turtle, from a species
listed as being critically en-
dangered, was nof moving and
Mr Hudson feared it might be
dead,

MrHudson said this tvpe of
furtle should not be seen in
British waters; but must have
driited across the ocean as it
got hit by the cold and seized

ap.

He said: “This guy is really
lucky. 'When turtles get cold
they go into cold shock and
become much more passive
and just go where the current
takes then.

“He's very lucky to still be
alive. and still very poorly
n'ow-ll

“He added: “There used to be
loads of them but then we as

ng."”
udson took the juvenile
turtle, which is about 12
inches long, to Blue Reef
Aquarium in Newguay, where
it is now receiving roundthe-
clock treatment.
‘A recentreport from marine

biologists at the Univusity of
Exeter Penryn campus found

that hundreds  of marine
turtles die every year after be-
coming entangled in rubbish
in the oceans;

A worldwide survey of 106
maring experts by the uni
versity found that 81% of the
entangled turties ‘are found
dead, with '‘many having
suffered serious  wounds

‘which have amputated limbs

or choked them to death.

Others that survived were
forced to drag huge mounds of
discarded rubbish or debris
with them until they die

Professor Brendan Godley,
professor of conservation sci
ence and director of the Centre
for Ecology & Conservation at
the University of Exeter's

‘Penryn campus and the lead
‘anthoy, sald: “Plastic rubbish

in the oceans, including lost or

WESTERN MORNING NEWS W

discarded fish r which
15 not biodes 5 a
major threat 1t marine

turtles.

“We found, based on beacl
n(fﬂ\!‘\l)u‘\ 'I‘ it nor
1.000 turtles are d g
after becoming tangled up, but
this is almopst gertiainly a gross
underestimate, Young turtles
and hatehlings are vulnermble
1o entanglement.”
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Blogs. Here: https://cornishrockpools.com/blog/ (Heather Buttivant)
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FINALLY! PORTUGUESE MAN
O WAR IN LOOE

U

DCTOBER 15,2017 W 6 COMMENTS

)
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I'm always pleased to hear about interesting things other people
have found around Cornwall especially from readers of this blog. I've
been more than a touch jealous these last few weeks, however, of all

the people finding Portuguese man o'war. They turn up occasionally
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Sealife Survey
@SealifeSurvey

Home

ol Liked o

(copied from Facebook link)

Sea, Sealife Survey voe
@ 1 November 2017 - @

These have been popping up all over the place - have you found one
yet? It's a "Portuguese Man O' War".

This was found in Wadebridge, Cornwall on the Canal estuary way up
the river by Jonny Falconar. Thanks, Jonny!
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Free, downloadable mobile app Epicollect5 to
Posts record recreational fisher's ray catches as part
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#Humpback #Whale filmed in #Falmouth Bay
yesterday - just a week after we celebrated
#WorldWhaleDay! Can you believe it?! Click

the link below  to see epic video:

facebook.com/Falmarineconse ...
#HumpbackWhale #Marine #0cean
#MarineMammal #Cornwall #VisitCornwall
#Marinelife #FalRiver




NBN atlas

VACANCIES SPECIES LOCATIONS = ANALYSE

GET INVOLVED = DATA AND PARTNERS «

Data Resources

Home

Verified Marine records from Indicia-based surveys

Verified Marine records from Indicia-based surveys

MARINE BIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION
DESCRIPTION

Data include a subset of iSpot records: www.ispotnature.org, those sub
swww.mba.ac.uk/recording. Records are verified by organisatior
Biological Assocation and the Conchological Society

scheme

Records from verified and
standardised recording
schemes, e.g. iRecord, iSpot

GEOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION

UK wide but cor

PURPOSE

Collected voluntarily. iSpot recerds are recorded by members of the pub

nsists of ad hoc reports so geographic coverage coverag

MBA Recording scheme are reported sightings from a wide range of rec

DATA QUALITY

All data has been verified using the iRecord verification system,

METHODS

Records captured using Indicia-based surveys.

CITATION

by relev

Verified Marine records from Indicia-based surveys by Marine Biological A

Released under DASSH terms and conditions - See http://www.dassh.ac.uk/terms-a

RIGHTS

CC-BY

(Indicia is a toolkit that
simplifies the development
of recording websites by
providing ready-made
components required to
build online recording
websites.)

ssociation under licence CC BY.

nd-conditions

Est. 1884
Incorporated by
Royal Charter 2013

10,538 records

Data access

i= View records

& Download usage stats

& Alert me about new records

& Alert me about annotations
100% records have verified identifications
Citations

@ 0011015468 /vfyveyg

# B citations for these data
Licence
Creative Commans with Attribution 4.0 4.0 @

Tempaoral scope
1844-06-01 - 2016-11-27
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DASSH

The Archive for Marine Species and Habitats Data (DASSH)

~ Images © Keith Hiscoek

- <
S
BAEEN
DASSH is the UK Data Archive Centre for marine biodiversity data for both species and habitats.
[ XeXe

DASSH Partners

mu
data & information netwock

NBN &

National Biodiversity Network

L. Submit Data

DASSH can accommodate a wide
range of electronic data types and
file formats, and data can be
submitting by post (on suitable
media). by email or by File
Transfer Protocol (FTP).

Read more...

& Data Policy

DASSH is part of the UK's network
of marine data archive centres,
and works in collaboration with
MEDIN. DASSH aims to
safeguard marine benthic survey
data (past and future) and to make
that data available as a national
information resource

Read more...

= Data Management

DASSH manages data in a secure
environment with a range of
procedures in place to secure
information from damage and
unauthorised access and ensure
that data quality and integrity is
preserved.

Read more. ..

Quick Navigation

Top of this Page
Submit Data
Search Catalogues
Contact DASSH
Data Access

Accredited through the MEDIN partnership, and core-funded by the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs (Defra) and the Scottish Government, DASSH provides tools and services for the long-term curation.
management and publication of marine species and habitats data, within the UK and internationally.

DASSH is a flagship initiative of the IMarine Biological Association (MBA), and builds on the MBA's historic role in marine
science. Through partnerships with other UK and European data centres DASSH contributes to data portals including
the NBN Atlas, EMODnet, EurOBIS and GBIF.




Interrogate NBN records on the NBN Atlas — this one is
‘rare’ ‘marine’ species in 2017’

Trouble is: records not getting through in reasonable time, some organisations withhold
records, the ‘touchstone’ list of nationally rare and scarce species is from 1996!

Occurrence records

& Customise filters 120 re for Data resource: Nationally rare marine species
d filters ear 2017 =
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Marine natural history
groups on Facebook:

UK Cephalopod reports

* Porcupine MNHS

* Marine Life News
(Glaucus)

* Seasearch
identifications

* |oS Wildlife Trust

* Lundy Marine Sightings

e Crustacea of the NE
Atlantic and NW
Europe

e British Marine Mollusca

* Seasearch Cornwall

e Shoresearch Cornwall

There are more!

UK cephalopod reports

UK cephalopod © ©

reports

© Fubke graup L. Philip Shinton
& 6 June 2018

first uk octopus in 30years diving- 10m, daytime, dorset

About
Discussion
Units
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Videos

Photos

Files

Shortcuts

@ UK Viz Reports 3
@ Plymouth Sound Divers 7
@ UK cephalopod reports

@ Lundy Island 20+

5 comments 9 shares

@ Seasearch southand... 1 QOO Chris Rickard, Julie Hatcher and 54 others



‘Hidden treasure’:
significant
observations in
posts by divers and
rockpoolers

UK Viz Reports
& Closed group
About
Discussion
Chats
Announcements
Members
Events

Videos

Photos

Files

Recommendations
Search this group Q

Shortcuts

& UK Viz Reports
@ Plymouth Sound Divers |1
@ UK cephalopod reports |5

™ Seasearch south and... 1

n UK Viz Reports Q

&

£ Write a comment... © ® @2

Keith Hiscock
2 January

Eddystone North reef with Plymouth Sound Divers - about 10 m visibility and

water temperature 11.9 deg.C. A positively tropical feel capped-off by seeing
a Mediterranean/Common octopus.

@ % © Kirsty Andrews, Christine Ingram and 120 others 14 comments
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Ensuring that casual and systematic observations
contribute to the ‘big picture’

Improving how it used to be done and should be done now (ongoing work):

THE PLYMOUTH
MARINE FAUNA

NE

OCTOPUS VULGARIS Lamarck [Jeffreys, 1869, V, p. 144]

On the shore and from lobster-pots; generally only a few specimens are obtained during the summer months, but it
varies greatly in abundance in different years (E.J.A.): exceptionally plentiful in 1900 (W.G.) and in 1951 (D.P.W_; Rees,
1950b; Rees and Lumby, 1954)

SALCOMBE. Three specimens were found nested on the southern end of the Salstone (Aug. 12th); also taken in the
dredge, and with seine nets (tucknet) in Salcombe Harbour (Todd in Allen and Todd, 1900, p. 212)

Breeding: spawned in aquarium, March 1947 and in April 1951 (D.P.W.): teapot containing spawn and small female
trawled Middle Grounds, July 1952; eggs hatched at various times during the first three weeks of Aug.; larvae survived
one week after hatching (G.R.F.): one planktonic larva off Looe, August 1950 (Rees and Lumby, 1954, p. 519)

Octopus vulgaris
Common octopus

¥. Mar. biol. Ass. U.K. (1954) 33, §15-536 515

Printed in Great Britain

www.mba.ac.uk/pmf THE ABUNDANCE OF OCTOPUS IN THE

ENGLISH CHANNEL

COclopus vulgans.

Image: Dawd Nichalsen / Marine Bialogical Assogation of the U

By W. J. Rees and J. R. Lumby

(Text-figs. 1-5)

~ Phylum  Mollusca
; Class Cephalopoda
P Habitat Information

Found on rocky coasts, shallow sublittoral. Has adapted to live in very different habitats

e Species description

A medium to large sized octopus with a distinctly warty body.
The arms are thick and stout bearing two rows of longitudinal suckers.

The colour varies from grey-yellow-brown-green and can change according to the situation.

= PMF archive information
Unavallable
Species name is listed in the PMF at the following locations:

>Shores of Salcombe Harbour
The Salstone

Lo

During 1950, the Common Octopus (Octopus vulgaris Lamarck) was to be
found along the south coast of England in greater numbers than at any time
since Garstang (1900) reported on the ‘plague’ on the coasts of Devon and
Cornwall in 1899-1900.

The Marine Life Information Network

on on the b s and the ecology of habitats found around [he coast:

View MaclJ Basic Inf for this soscies

Sensitivity Evidence



http://www.mba.ac.uk/pmf

‘Mega’ problem (to my mind):
There is no ‘place’ to record ‘events’ and ‘trends’ for particular species.

For instance:

* When reproduction of a species occurs;

* Seasonal change (occurrence, abundance, condition etc.
of species);

* Persistence of a species;

 Unusual abundances;

 Unusual mortalities;

* Disease events.



Revealing trends (where | =
casual observations =
. e ~@-Harbour Porpoise
contribute) : .
e 400 ~&—Bottlenose dolphin
a ~a—Risso's dolphin
3 Minke Whale
: - % 20 ~@-Grey Seal
Seaquest -
Southwest B
% :: | ~&-Ocean Sunfish
§|50 -~ Basking Shark
www.cornwaIIwiIdIifetrust.org.uk/seauest -



How should it be done now?

Enter your record to a scheme that contributes to the
National Biodiversity Network. For instance:

seaseé’l%l:i
ol IReé©rd

I ispotnature.org

Contribute your records to the
SWME annual meeting and report




