Shark catch and release
survivability in the South West
UK recreational fishery

Chris Kerry

University of Exeter

UNIVERSITY OF

EXETER




* Keystone predators
» Control population dynamics
» Limit spatial distribution
» Target weaker individuals

e Economic value of sharks
» Source of income
» Generate revenue
» Provide incentives for protection




—

Catch and release fishe

UK
» 884,000 fishers
» 4 million fishing days
» £831 million spend
(DEFRA, 2012)

* Growing catch and release shark fishery
 Lack of regional and species specific data

* Improved Eopulatlon recoveries = socio-
economic benefit of fishery ——
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Project aims |

* Create a historic and contemporary
baseline of fishery

* Deploy electronic tags to study post-
release survivorship (175 tags) with
recreational fishers

* Inform evidence-based best practices
for shark catch and release activities
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NEVER USOI

Avoid contact with the
gills, which can be

www.sharktrust.org/anglers
>< enquiries@sharktrust.org
@ 01752 672020

Dragging or holding a shark
solely by its tail can easily
damage the animal
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