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Introduction

This report has been produced to review the events of 2019 in relation to seal sightings, advocacy and
action. Key to this has been the inpBtN2 Y YONEB- N 2dg/aRwest Kotnpilaédbgziiffisrent authors as
follows:

Cornwall and the Isles of Scitl\sue Sayer

Somerset; Sue Sayer with datsubmitted by Vanessa Lloyd, Sea Watch Foundation

North Devon: LundyDean Woodfin Jones, Lundy Island Warden

North Devon: Mainland Kate Williams with data collected by Dave Jenkins

South Devon{ I N K DNXSyafl RS W¢KS {SIf tNB2SO0Q
Dorset- Sarah Hodgpn of Dorset Wildlife Trust

Channel Isles: AlderneyDr Mel Broadhursillen, Alderney Wildlife Trust

Ireland- Sam Brittain, Animal Care Manager, Seal Rescue Ireland
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This is an important step in the way we report our understanding of the seals sotlibwest and all the
authors and their teams of volunteers are to be commended for a fantastic effort. This report provides a
summary for seals in the southest, followed by short descriptions from each of these regivvis.hope

you find it useful ad it would be great to hear any feedback that you have.
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Overviewcg SealSpeciesn the South West
Common seals:

CSGRT h&? reports 0188 common seal sightings frof® different locationsThese weregeported by26
different individualvolunteer recorder@andas well aone2 ¥ / {shstethdl@Photo ID Project in Looe

Grey seals:

All other records were grey seals
Cornwall Seal Group Research Trust
CSGRT continaéo grow in all respects.

We ended 2019 with 4 paid rangers fully funded until end of July/August 2020 all thanks to money from the

| SNAGEFAS CdzyRZ tS2L) SQa t2a0G02RS [20GSNE ot 2ai02R
TESCOS Bag of Help, Seal Protection Actiarp@idorld Animal Protection, National Trust, Polzeath Marine
Conservation Group, Aspects Holidays, Mungo Lils on the Hill, the Bowgie Inn, SeaChangers, Three Bays
Wildlife, Hayle Lions and our incredible volunteer fundraising efforts and donations.

Our Ragers are:

w Amazement and Discovery/Photo ID Ranger (Marion Beaulieu)

w Creativity and Activity Ranger (Emily Pollitt)

w Sanctuaries at Sea Ranger (Sarah Millward)

w Research Ranger (Katie Bellman)

We hope to sustain our Rangers into the future by makimgBusiness Plan targets a reality, through our
online shop (gifts and clothing), our Wild Seal Supporter Scheme, donations and further grant funding
applications.

Huge thanks to everyone who has contributed to this incredible achievement.

Our recordig base grew to 376 volunteers, all of whom submitted at least one survey (with the Lizard team
managing daily surveys for yet another year!) We received a totd®R A a ONB (1S & dzZNBSea Ay
over 12 each and every day) including 9 Looe PhotBigject surveys, 9 boat Photo ID Project transects and

our quarterly seal census, all of which covered 399 different seal locations. Our 20 PID Hubs processed a
truly gobsmacking 120,743 photos in 2019 into 3284 survey albums resulting in 8722 seatatimts.

Seal advocacy informing management

All this data provides CSGRT with a robust evidence based from which we wrote 13 major reports, 9 public
consultations submissions, designed 3 public signs at coastal locations and delivered input for 93smeeting
with volunteers, partner organisations, business networks and statutory agencies. This included 2 meetings
with the DEFRA policy advisor for seals and seabim3ruro and at the Home Office in London and we

hope these will lead onto the creation ofSeal Network UK.

A key report on seal disturbance around the UK was compiled by Research Ranger Katie Bellman on behalf of
the Seal Alliance NGO. She also collated a Ghost Gear literature r@gi@wprevious years we continue to

share evidence, inforation and advice with 4 global parthetdVorld Animal Protection, the Global Ghost

Gear Initiative, the Pinniped Entanglement Group and the 5 Gynaslshare Microplastics Project.



SW egional seal data summary

There are five main areas for seals withine southwest region

North Devon
Lundy
Cornwall
Isles of Scilly
South Devon
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Number of surveys

From these five areas, CSGRT received a total of
4415 surveys in 201@ll through the year with the
least surveys conducted in December and the mo
conducted in September
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There was considerably more seasonal
variation in the max counts of seals numbers
across the year than survey effort. Seal
counts peaked in the winter between
December and February and was lowest
during July, April and August.

Surveyor ability to age argkx class the seals
observed varied across the region with a high
proportion of seals being recorded as
unknown on the Isles of Scil[2%)and least
number of seals of unknown age and sex
being in North Devofil%) where the vast
majority of seals weradults (96%). In
contrast, a much higher proportion of
juveniles were recorded in South Devon
(36%). Similar proportions of juveniles were
recorded in Cornwall (17%) and Lundy (15%).

Where is was possible to age and sex the
adult seals, their proportionsere calculated
and show considerable variability across the
region, with proportionally more adult males
being recorded in the Isles of Scilly (63%),
South Devon (63%) and in Cornwall (58%). In
contrast a higher proportion of adult females
were recordedn North Devon (94%) and
Lundy (64%). This suggests there may be a
degree of spatial segregation by adult seals of
different sexes.



Seal sightings and highlights
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Cornwall in 2018 suddenly becarartangled in monofilament net in January and by the end of the month

we were devastated to see that it had cut right through the skin encircling her neck. We also recorded a

young male with the first deformed flipper we have ever seen. He witergtified throughout the year so is

thriving despite this. Through February and March we had new evidence of links made by travelling seals
ARSYGAFASR G 020K / dzZRRSY t2Ayd yR GKS [ATIFNR Wa:
lighthouseatV@ f ¥ w201 & GKS [ATFNRQa FRdzZA G YIS W{LII GO
gobsmacked to discover during a single survey, at a single site on one day, seals that had previously been
identified across Cornwall, Devon, Dorset and SomeEw®iland, Wales, France and IrelandsTh

emphasised the importance of a network of joined up sites being essential for the survival of this species.
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usual absencdn May awelsh satellite tagged seal was photographed at North Cornwall where he seems to
have journeyed from Pembrokeshire, before mtsing us all by swimming straight back there. Two new seal
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going strong. She has only been identified 23 times across 4 sites in the 16 years we have known her since

her first ID in 2003. For the first time our volunteers have been able to effectively survey offshore islands at
Pendeenandw& NB Gl NRSR o0& |y L5 27F | Raglis6th D sitelrSIulyadiia G S N.
YIS aSlIt wcteAyd 60ANRQ Llzi Ay 2yteée KAa F2dz2NIK | LI
o 3 R 3 e prefer it there now, as he has not yet returned to

- his usual haunts on the north coast. Beautiful
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site near Trevose, which was her 21st

appearance in 6 years. This is the fourth time she

has stopped off here to rest on her commute

between the West and NantCornwall sites.
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amazed the seal world as we discovered not only

had we known her since 2001, but

that she had routinely visited the

Isle of Man 450km away and

where she had pups in 2012,

2013, 2016 and 2018ut it was

back to reality with a bump, as we

had photographs of adult female
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fourth time just this summer, as

an indirect result of people feeding her in Newquay Harbgus LJG S Y ighBghiR @éourK undyvisits

includedid¢/ G A F@8Ay3a FRdzZ i FSYI ¥/ WLiSORIYQ2K ¥R §alSdnRdA & RY W
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6SQBS 1y26YyY &AY OShene was anotheghbck in stdseNdr usdzlQateber as Rupert

Kirkwood photographed a common seal in the Fowdlyis turned out to be an ex rehabilitated seal called

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Jan 2 2 4 2 1 1 2 5
Feb West Cornwall 2 1 2 2 2 1 1 2
Mar West Penwith North 1 1 2 1 1 3
Apr Isle of Man 1 1 1 o)
May 1 3
Jun it 1
Jul it 1
Aug 2 2 3 iz 1

Sep 20 1 1 1 p)
Oct 7
Nov 1

Dec

!
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worrying absence in 2018) as she returned to have her 16th pup in 17 years on exactly the same beach. Still

a world record breaking achievement to the best of knowledge! Other highlights included the
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suddenly appeared after a storm with a pup in Mullion Harbour on the south epsis¢ has obviously not

read her pupping handbook! We had more excitement as Dorset Wildlife Trust revealed that adult female
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Disturbance at all siteacross the SW

We started the year with a serious disturbance incident at West Cornpaatl of a Site oSpeciabcientific
Interest where seals are a special interest feature. Wais reported to, and followed up successfully, by the
Police and Natural Englanduring the peak seasoKatieBellmancoordinated an incredible 82 systematic
seal and human interaction surveys aatmur sites. From these dedicated disturbance surveys, 392
different disturbance incidents were recorded with 1956 individual seal reactions, all of which were likely to
impact their metabolisms and physiology. High levels of disturbance occurrediaitdt with on average
disturbance once every 14 to 29 minutes.

Entanglement at all siteacross the SW

There were 707 sightings reported of entangled seals with a maximum of 16 different entangled seals being
recorded on a single survey at West Cordwal 05/12/19. Over 10 different entangled seals were recorded

on l4discretesurveys (all at West Cornwalj.total of 104 different entangled seals were observed and
identified in 20199 A y Of dzZRAYy 3 [t pmT FRdzZA G FSYIES W{SOASNE ySii

~
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British Divers Marine Life Rescue (BDMLR) activity across the SW

Across the UK, BDMLR had the highest number of call outs on record ig 2@d@&l 1916 Jargely driven by
rapidly increasing awareness of BDMLR, along with increasingly frequent, severe Atlantic winter storms
driven by climate change, and apparently pbealth in the East England common seal population.
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i S524 Legs — newly entangled ®
Cornwall and Isles of ScilB019 10/01/19

Species
Common seals

CSGRT hdib sightingsof common sea(all just

of one common seadt a time although multiple

individuals were seen across the sjtgem

sevendifferent locations These wereeported -

by 21 differentvolunteer recordersas well as by |
Te i i e o Nl e, B y o0 - B o e E

one2 T [ {sistemdlidPhoto ID Projectin 5524 Legs : v — Ee———

Looe 31/01/19
Grey seals E"

All other records were grey seals
Seal sightings and highlights

With huge public support, in(19 alone, CSGRT §
received 907 seal records from B different
volunteer recorders antbur systematic PIP
teams (ine LISPIP; in addition twwo STAPIP,
four CASPIP arttiree POLPIP boat surveys
I ONRP&aa | mmplyY adNBGO
coast)
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S$524 Legs
02/12/19 ®

Disturbance at all sites

Across Cornwall in 2019, there were 243
different disturbance incidents recorded with
1500 seals demonstrating level 3 responses ¢
(classed as severe) to a wide range of land, se
and air based stimuli. Most disturbance incident *
were recorded in July to September and April
when most people seals are present during the school holidays and most seals were severely disturbed
during April and January when most seals are present and moulting at mainland haul out sites. Both these
metricsrepresent an increase on 2018, although CSGRT have undertaken ad@#@ystematiseal and
human interaction surveys acrofsur siteswhich increased recording effort.

Entanglement at all sites

In 2019 across Cornwall there were 475 records of 188rdnt entangled seals. The most shocking of the is

I Rdzf G T SYI fKSownhd PSGRT s[né 201 X) degs delighted us having a pup at the West Cornwall
site in 2018. By 10/01/19, Legs has somehow managed to become entangled in a small amount of lost
fishing gear around her neck. Within three weeks this had cut through her skin right around her neck. She
was not seen again until the end of the year and by this time the net was causing a deep constriction around
her neck.

Strandingg(data from Cornwalt A f Rt AFS ¢NUzZAGQa alNAYyS {GNIyRAYy3Ia& b

In 2019 a record number of grey seals were recorded dead around the Cornishqcdééin total (justone
less than the number of dead cetacean strand)nlykost of these occurred between September and

6



February.The proportion of dead white coated pups peaked in September and October coinciding with the
peak pupping season and moulted pup deaths peaked between October and January, most likely during their
post weaning dispersal phase.

There were4 matches with salsknownto CSGRT that were reported to CWT MBise were young adult
YIfSa W[20adGdSNJ GF3IAYySQY CNARAIKG yAIKEQ YR WI NO R2

Lobster tagindhad been known to CSGRT between 2015 and 201%ansthoughtto be aroundseven
years old and was last live sighted 23 days before his dead body was found.

Fright night was first identified in 2015 and had been seen another 53 times since at West Cornwall. His
death at Watergate in September was a surprise to us all as he was thouggn less tharten years old.

The oldest of all the seals, adult male Arc dot was found dead at Widemouth at the end of the year. He was
thought to be in his prime at around 12 years old. At death he did seem to be very thin. We had known him
since 2012ut he obviously spammost of his time somewhere else as we only saw him at the start and end
of the year at West Cornwall.
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Boowas an ex British Divers Marine Life Rescue seal who was
rehabilitated at the Cornish Seal Sanctuary. She had been igentif;
by CSGRT since her release between 2013 and 2019 and had bd
identified at three different north coast sites. She was known to
have had a pup in 2018 at West Cornwsdle below)

Seal call outgdata fromBritish Divers Marine Life Rescue

In 2019, BDMLR had a total of 429 seal call mu@ornwalland the Isles of Scilly, resulting in 139 rescues



Dramaticrescue of luckgeal pup from remote site 30/099 by CSGRT and BDMERoto Adrian Langdon)

Post Mortem Examinations (PME)(summaryof post mortem findings in grey seals in Cornwad19 by
James Barnett, veterinary pathologisor the Cetacean Strandings Investigation Programatehe
University of Exetey

16 grey seal pups, three juvenile grey seals and two adult grey seals #radestron the coasts of Cornwall
in 2019 were subjected to post mortem examination at the Environment and Sustainability Institute on the
' YAOBSNBRAGE 2F 9ESGSNRDAE t SyNRBY /| YLza o

Of the 16 pups, 11 were found alive and died or were euthanased at rescue or in the first week of

rehabilitation. The findings in nine pups were consistent with infectious disease, conditions seen including
parasitic and bacterial pneumonia, pyothorax, rddoular osteomyelitis and glossitis secondary to oral

trauma, septicaemia secondary to pelvic abscessation and to gastric ulceration, and purulent arthritis and
tenosynovitis. All four pups where the primary condition was head trauma, including manditadre,
YFEATEFNE FFOGdNBas aldzZt FNIOGdz2NB FyR Fy AyidNI ON
readily as infectious disease or trauma; one pup had intestinal impaction and acute renal medullary necrosis,
and the other had gastiimpaction with feathers and is likely to have ultimately drowned.

Two of the three juvenile seals were found dead and had traumatic injuries associated with fisheries
interaction, with both being found in nets. The first was found in a small amounbabfilament netting
encircling the chest and histopathology was consistent with an acute death, suggesting the animal was cut
out of the net after being bycaught. The second had 35kg of net and rope encircling the neck causing a
deep, wide wound that &s aged at -3 weeks on histopathology and was probably the most severe case of
net entanglement | had seen in a seal. The third juvenile seal died of infectious disease; suppurative
meningoencephalitis.

One adult male seal was found alive and euthanaheslto its lethargic state; this animal had succumbed to
infectious disease, having a large abscess in the mesenteric lymph node and associated peritonitis, the
infection probably originating in the intestinal tract. The second adult male seal was feaaldaahd had

acute renal tubular injury that was most likely toxic or hypoxic in origin, the precise cause not being possible
to determine.



